Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.116; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.9.
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Experimental
they have attracted our interest.
The molecular structure of the title compound is built up from three fused rings, a phenyl, a pyrrole and a cyclohexane, linked to a nitrobenzyl group (Fig.1 ). The C1 carbon is chiral and the compound is a racemate (R/S). The dihedral angle between the nitrobenzyl and the indole rings is 57.49 (5)°. Bond lengths and angles agree with related compounds (Gunaseelan et al. (2007); Murugavel et al. (2008) ).
Experimental 2-[(4-nitrophenyl)methyl]-Cyclohexanone (0.233 g, 1 mmol) and phenylhydrazine(0.118 g, 1.1 mmol) were added to acetic acid (10 ml). The mixture was stirred at 295 K for 1 h, and ice-water (10 ml) was added. After filtration, the precipitate was collected as a yellow solid. The impure product was dissolved in MeOH at room temperature. Colourless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis (92.6% yield) grew over a period of one week when the solution was exposed to the air. CH&N elemental analysis. Calc. for C 19 H 18 N 2 O 2 : C 74. 49, H 5.92, N 9.14, O 10.44%; found: C 74.52, H 5.91, N 9 .15%, O 10.45%.
Refinement
Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 >σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors (gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq N1 −0.00300 (17) 0.11252 (9) 0.00877 (13) 0.0508 (4) 0.0457 (9) 0.0468 (9) 0.0473 (9) 0.0012 (7) 0.0087 (7) 0.0058 (8) C4 0.0638 (11) 0.0508 (10) 0.0518 (10) −0.0033 (9) 0.0201 (8) −0.0001 (8) C5 0.0608 (11) 0.0441 (10) 0.0511 (10) −0.0018 (8) 0.0143 (8) −0.0053 (8) C6 0.0473 (9) 0.0479 (9) 0.0363 (8) 0.0040 (7) 0.0070 (7) 0.0062 (7) C7 0.0590 (11) 0.0489 (10) 0.0510 (10) 0.0048 (8) 0.0214 (8) −0.0013 (8) C8 0.0490 (9) 0.0456 (9) 0.0435 (8) −0.0043 (7) 0.0145 (7) 0.0031 (7) C9 0.0444 (9) 0.0513 (10) 0.0426 (9) −0.0050 (7) 0.0097 (7) −0.0003 (7) C10 0.0499 (10) 0.0577 (11) 0.0475 (9) 0.0047 (8) 0.0160 (8) −0.0008 (8) C11 0.0550 (10) 0.0481 (10) 0.0420 (8) 0.0014 (8) 0.0102 (7) −0.0042 (7) C12 0.0594 (11) 0.0656 (12) 0.0577 (11) 0.0043 (9) 0.0203 (9) −0.0031 (9) C13 0.0484 (9) 0.0517 (10) 0.0415 (9) −0.0037 (8) 0.0124 (7) 0.0057 (7) C14 0.0493 (9) 0.0576 (11) 0.0410 (9) −0.0017 (8) 0.0070 (7) 0.0018 (8) C15 0.0491 (9) 0.0507 (10) 0.0445 (9) −0.0049 (8) 0.0151 (7) 0.0012 (7) C16 0.0561 (11) 0.0632 (12) 0.0595 (11) −0.0159 (9) 0.0121 (9) −0.0002 (9) C17 0.0689 (12) 0.0556 (11) 0.0716 (12) 0.0104 (9) 0.0346 (10) 0.0123 (10) C18 0.0522 (11) 0.0729 (13) 0.0675 (12) 0.0094 (10) 0.0196 (9) 0.0230 (11) C20 0.0561 (12) 0.0945 (16) 0.0787 (14) 0.0032 (11) 0.0295 (10) 0.0032 (12) C22 0.0514 (10) 0.0734 (13) 0.0487 (10) −0.0020 (9) 0.0090 (8) 0.0098 (9) C23 0.0458 (10) 0.0912 (16) 0.0780 (14) −0.0130 (10) 0.0165 (9) 0.0027 (12) Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
